
By Christopher Bennett
Special to The Freeman

BROOKFIELD — Every-
one thinks they know how
to decorate the exterior of
their home for the holidays.
Buy some lights, slap ’em up
and plug ’em in and retreat
to the hearth to enjoy some
sort of holiday nog.

You are missing out and
wasting time if this is your
idea of a light display.

Todd Ruedt lives for the
holidays and outdoor deco-
rating. Ruedt, owner of
Grounds Maintenance Ser-
vices in New Berlin, added

exterior holiday decoration
to his business offerings
seven years ago. Grounds
Maintenance Services is in
its 15th year in business.

“I enjoyed doing it so
much at my own property,”
Ruedt said. “I started to get
the need from customers to
install their materials for
them. Being that I enjoyed
the season so much, I could-
n’t say no.”

Ruedt said much of his
holiday decorating cus-
tomer base is elderly resi-
dents, those in higher-end
homes and those who lack
the time to decorate.

Ruedt also offered some
simple tips based on his
years of expertise for those
who wish to relax by the
hearth and bask in the
warm glow of a job well
done.

Keep it simple, safe
Ruedt said the trend in

outside lighting in recent
years favors simple, clean
lighting that is typically one
or two colors.

“Roof line lighting is one
of the hottest items that
most people ask for,” Ruedt
said.

Roof line lighting does a

fine job highlighting a
home’s architectural fea-
tures and leads to some
stunning visuals. Ruedt
said wrap lighting of trees
and shrubs is also popular.

Once a decision is reached
regarding looks, consider
personal limitations. Ask
yourself what you are capa-
ble of doing.

“Consider how much you
want to do, and what are
you capable of doing, lad-
der-wise and safety-wise,”
Ruedt said. “That’s where it
all starts.”
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BUSINESS HOURS: MON-THURS 4:00PM-CLOSE • FRI-SUN 11:00AM-CLOSE

WWW.SALOONONCALHOUN.COM
In the US Bank parking lot on Calhoun & Capitol

17000 W. CAPITOL DR. • BROOKFIELD WI 53005
262-783-0222

MONDAY
LEAGUE TRIVIA 7-9pm

75 cent Wing Night 4pm-Midnight

FRIDAY
FISH FRY

LIVE MUSIC or 
VIDEO DJ 9pm StartWEDNESDAY

“Beer and Ballad Night” featuring $2 PINTS
and $6 PITCHERS 7-10pm 

Karaoke 8pm-12:30am 

TUESDAY
FREE POOL open to close

LIVE MUSIC 7-10pm FEATURING TOP ARTISTS.

THURSDAY
Taco Thursday 4-10pm,

$10 for 3 authentic tacos & 
5 Coronita beer buckets.

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC

9:30pm-1:30am

HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL
Monday - Friday

FREE BACON and: $1 OFF ALL DRINKS
4:00-7:00 PM

JOIN OUR NEW VIP TEXT CLUB,
GET 50% OFF YOUR NEXT MEAL!
Just text the number 36000 & enter
the message V343! Confirm with a Y

and get the coupon. It’s that easy!

240314011

The FREEMAN

Brookfield & Elm Grove
This Month is free and will
arrive in your mail the first
week of each month. In
each month’s edition we
will take an in-depth look
at an issue, person or
other story in the com-
munity. We will also pro-
vide other important
information such as com-
munity activities and
updates on local stories.

We encourage you to
subscribe to the daily
Freeman for coverage of
Brookfield, Elm Grove and
the rest of our area.

To subscribe, to reach
one of the editors with
story ideas or for photo
reprints, call 542-2500.

We hope you enjoy this
month’s edition.

– Freeman editors

Hello,
Brookfield &
Elm Grove!
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Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/WaukeshaFreeman
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Expert offers tips on outdoor holiday displays



By Christopher Bennett
Special to The Freeman

Volumes are available regarding
preparing your home for the onset
of a Wisconsin winter. There are
self-help books, radio and televi-
sion shows, insurance companies,
advice from your dad and that
neighbor you rarely see, and more.

Kevin Anundson is the vice pres-
ident of Renovations Group in Elm
Grove. He’s remodeled homes for 15
years, and is the national president
of NARI — the National Associa-
tion of the Remodeling Industry.

Renovations Group specializes in
larger remodeling projects, such as
kitchens, bathrooms, recreation
rooms, additions and more. Anund-
son knows what it takes to keep a
house in peak condition.

Regarding getting ready for win-
ter, Anundson said to start with the
furnace.

“Make sure it is in good operat-
ing condition,” Anundson said.
“We’ve had experiences where the
heat exchange cracked and carbon
monoxide got in the home.”

Anundson said modern homes
are mostly air-tight and rely heavi-
ly on the furnace. Call a certified
technician to perform any work.

Addressing water issues is also
important. Check gutters, outside
drains and faucets and the sump
pump.

Clean the gutters and ensure
they are free of debris and that
water can move freely.

“Make sure those hose bibbs are properly shut
off and drained,” Anundson said. “Some people
have frost-free valves, but a lot of people don’t
know if they do.”

As for the sump pump, ensure the discharge
hose is not blocked and is in position where it
will not freeze shut.

You will also want to check the caulk around
the windows and doors outside your home.

“A lot of time you’ll find a spot or two where
the caulk has pulled away or been degraded by
the sun,” Anundson said. “Check on windows
and doors.”

Check your insulation, especially in your

attic.
“It’s worth going up there and looking around

and making sure you’ve got adequate venting in
your attic,” Anundson said.

Venting in an attic is critical. Anundson said
you want your attic to be the same temperature
as the exterior. Do not seal your attic to keep it
warm.

“That’s how ice dams form,” Anundson said.
Ice dams form when snow melts and freezes

repeatedly and forms a wall at or under the roof
line.

Regarding moisture, consider the drapes in
your home.

“Some people think it is wise to put big, heavy

drapes over the window to keep cold out,”
Anundson said. “Trouble is, it lowers the sur-
face temperature of the glass.”

The air circulating in that room is unable to
heat the window or remove moisture, which can
lead to condensation or even frost. In extreme
instances the wood in the window can mold.

Another key consideration to preparing a
home for winter is energy consumption. We
Energies can help.

We Energies recommends using drapes,
shades and blinds to aid heating and cooling.
Keep them open to gain heat from the sun in
winter.

The thermostat is another item that can help
or hurt you in winter. According to We Energies,
consumers can save as much as 10 percent each
year on heating and cooling by turning the ther-
mostat back seven to 10 degrees for eight hours
per day. We Energies recommends setting the
thermostat to 78 in the summer and 68 in winter.

On the topics of thermostats, switch to a pro-
grammable thermostat. They can be set to
adjust automatically, and are a proven method of
controlling energy costs.

More energy-saving and winterizing advice is
available at http://www.we-energies.com/.

By Christopher Bennett
Special to The Freeman

BROOKFIELD — Green and red throughout
the house for Christmas? That’s so yesteryear.

According to recent trends, you should consid-
er bubble gum pink and purple, or Kelly green
and baby blue, as new hallmark colors of the hol-
iday season.

Certain colors are accepted standards of the
holiday palette. Trees are green. Candy canes are
red and white. Silver and gold are common
accent colors.

The palette is changing, and it should come as
no shock. Christmas decorations are as trendy as
ripped jeans and leg warmers.

There was that time when seemingly everyone
bought a silver tree, or the year when icicle lights
hung from the front of all of our homes. And we
all know someone who owned (or still owns) one
of those lawn blow-ups.

Trends this season focus on color and shape.
Color is an open concept, according to a recent
article on HGTV.com. Shape, according to Real
Simple, is limited only by your imagination.

If you prefer tradition, it is hard to go astray
with white. It is a hallmark color of the season,
and evokes thoughts of snow and the Virgin
Birth. This season, it is popular to pair white
with any number of individual colors or combi-
nations of colors.

White pairs well with parchment-colored bows,
baubles and ornaments. Think of a white tree
with burlap trim and beige ornaments. Adding a
metallic color such as gold offers another layer of
color.

For a touch of class, add a matte turquoise to
the mix. The soft tone offers a subtle feeling.

Remove the parchment and turquoise and stick
with white and metallics. Add to that violet, and
the presentation becomes much bolder.

Pairing white with brown is another popular
trend that offers a timeless, understated look.

White with baby blue and Kelly green is also an
intriguing combination. Kelly green is a staple of
holiday colors, and the baby blue offers just
enough warmth to soften any edges.

Get edgy
If you really want to take color to the edge, con-

sider mixing white with hot pink, lime green and
red, or add white to bubble gum pink and purple.
Either combination makes it clear you didn’t
traipse over the river and through the woods to
Grandma’s house for the holidays.

If you prefer a more timeless look, one with
roots in the past but with a contemporary flair,
try white with red and robin’s egg blue. Robin’s
egg blue gained popularity as a holiday color in
the 1950s, and red and white help bring it
into the modern era.

Modern decorating for the holidays also
advocates employing shapes and objects in
creative applications.

Candy can be used a centerpiece. Ribbon
candy, candy canes and peppermints in fes-
tive bowls in the center of a dinner table are
eye-catching.

Baubles and snowflakes are for more than
just trees. Either can be hung from over-
head lighting, in doorways or on arches for
more holiday accents.

Another idea for which shape decorating
is useful is to adorn seemingly non-holiday
themed objects. A mirror over a mantle
takes on a new twist when bedecked with
garland, or with reindeer figurines in front.
Glass balls of varying holiday colors in a jar
also add flair.

Real Simple defined hot pink and lime
green as the holiday’s season “preppy
power couple,” and advocated for combina-
tion in a wreath for either indoor or outdoor
use.

Hot pink and lime green are also excellent
accent colors for a Christmas tree. Picture a
hot pink tree topper, or a lime green bows
with hot pink ornaments, or hot pink beads
with lime green lights.

Another outlet for greenery, such as a
wreath or pine boughs, is in a table display.
Pair the green with accents of varying
shades of blue and silver for a classic look.

Silver-frosted pine cones are an accent

that works seemingly anywhere and everywhere.
Hide them in your hot pink and lime green tree,
or place handfuls in bowls for a table decoration.
Cranberries can be used in similar fashion.

The holiday season is steeped in tradition and
charm, and modern trends make it clear that it is
OK to play with color and shapes and forge tradi-
tions of your own while honoring the past. 

Do not be afraid to put your grandmother’s Lit-
tle Drummer Boy ornament in a hot pink and
lime green Christmas tree.
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Just a Little Bit Country
N4 W22496 Bluemound Rd.
Waukesha
262-542-8050262-542-8050
Shop Monday thru Saturday

10am till 5pm

Christmas 
Open House
Christmas 
Open House

JJuusstt aa LiLittttllee BBiitt CCoouunnttryry
We specialize in early 1800’s colonial antiques 

and fine reproduction furniture . . .  
• Windsor Chairs 

• Camelback Sofas and Settees 
• Wing Chairs 

• Wrought Iron Goods 
• Historic Lighting . . .

and other needful things to create 
the historic home of your dreams.

Come Celebrate the 
Joys of Christmas at

November
7th,8th,9th

240460116

Wonderland
From Page 1A

Do not overlook safety. Use
a good ladder. Do not work
alone if you are working with
a ladder, and be sure the lad-
der is sitting on steady
ground. If you need to reach
or strain, it is time to move
the ladder. As always, the top
step is not actually a step.

At this point, Ruedt advises
drawing a simple map or lay-
out of what you want to do.
Take measurements.

“When I say measure-
ments, there are very easy
calculators on the Internet to
calculate how much you need
in lights for a tree or a shrub,”
Ruedt said.

Measurements also means
considering how much cord
you need and how many
timers you might need, and
where your electric outlets
are positioned.

Regarding electricity, check
what else feeds into the cir-
cuit breaker on which you
intend to plug in your lights.
Do not overload the circuit. If
you go gung-ho with holiday
lighting you might even con-
sider a separate circuit break-
er.

Make sure your lights are
compatible — that you are not
trying to use LEDs with non-
LED lighting, for example.

Once your idea is refined,
be sure you own what it is you
want to put on your home.

Buy devoted extension cords
and timers for your outside
lights. Be sure they are rated
for outdoor use and the
amount of power you intend
to use.

Consider pruning trees and
shrubs before wrapping them
with lights. Trees and shrubs
might suffer damage when
lights are removed if not pre-
viously pruned.

Test your lights. Plug them
in on the ground. Make sure
they work. Being aloft on a
ladder is not the time to learn
of a bad string.

Get a head start
Don’t be afraid to mount

your decorations before the
snow flies and the winds turn
cold. You can wait and plug in
your display when the time is
right. Ruedt and his crews
will start installing decora-
tions in November.

After all this preparation,
you can start hanging lights.
Again, safety first.

Special clips can be pur-
chased at the hardware store
that attach the lights to the
gutter or shingles and will not
cause damage. Ruedt said zip
ties and twist ties also work
well, and a permanent con-
nection might also be consid-
ered.

Pay attention to the clip’s
weight rating. Clip the lights
on the string on the ground
before getting on your ladder.

Ruedt advises against tap-
ing connections together.

“There’s a lot of talk about
taping ends of connections
and taping two connections
together,” Ruedt said. “It
causes circuits to pop more
than anything else because it
retains moisture.”

Point your connections
down, away from the sky, and
protect them as best you can.
Once mounted, this is the
point at which you enjoy your
holiday lights.

Removal is the reverse of
installation. Again, safety
first. This cannot be stressed
enough. Ruedt said more peo-
ple die than you might expect
each year in ladder-related
accidents.

You can leave lights up
indefinitely if the weather is
not to your liking. Ruedt’s
crews start disassembling
their handiwork in early Jan-
uary.

“When you go to take the
display down, make sure it’s
labeled for next year’s instal-
lation,” Ruedt said. “Put a tag
on the lights or use tape with
a marker.”

Putting labels on lights
ensures you know where to
start next year. Clean and
inspect everything during
disassembly. After-Christmas
sales are an excellent time to
replenish damaged stock.

Also, keep everything
together. Store the cords and
timers and lights together
and use the equipment only
for the holidays.

Prep homes inside, 
outside for winter

Proper preparations can save on energy costs

Timeless holiday doesn’t mean same old decorations



By Arthur Thomas 
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — While
salaries for Wisconsin teach-
ers are lower than national
averages, data from the state
Department of Public
Instruction show Waukesha
County teachers are among
the highest compensated in
the state. 

Five of the top 10 districts
for highest average salaries
are in Waukesha County,
including Lake Country, sec-
ond; Muskego-Norway,
third; Elmbrook, fifth;
Arrowhead, sixth; and Swal-
low, seventh.

Elmbrook’s teachers aver-
age $64,632.

Nationally, the average
teacher salary in 2012-13 was
$56,103, according to the
National Education Associa-
tion. 

Media reports recently
indicated the average teach-
er salary in Wisconsin was
$53,583. Those reports added
that Wisconsin principals
and administrators make
more than national aver-
ages. 

Waukesha County’s prin-
cipals have an average
salary of just over $102,500
while district administra-
tors have an average salary
of roughly $145,100. In the
Elmbrook School District,
district administrators

make $171,700 while princi-
pals average $102,370.

Those salaries do not
include the average of $30,885
principals make in fringe ben-
efits. District administers
average $41,589 in fringe bene-

fits. 
The county’s districts pay

an average of $22,829 in fringe
benefits to teachers. Elmbrook
pays an average of $25,764.

Email: athomas@conleynet.com
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Bring in this ad and receive

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

240784014

Consignment Hours:
Mon. 10am-6pm;

Wed. thru Sat. 10am-2pm
Store Hours:

Mon. thru Fri. 10am-7pm;
Sat. 10am-5pm

Expires 11-30-14

EliteRepeatClothing.com
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE
PLEASE CALL AHEAD FOR CONSIGNMENT

CLOTHING / PURSES / SHOES / JEWELRY

Upscale
Women’s
Consignment

ELITE REPEAT

Ruby Isle Shopping Center
2205 N. Calhoun Rd.,
Brookfield
262-789-9359 • www.eliterepeatclothing.com

The New Season is Here
JUST IN...

all the essentials for the cooler weather ahead

Outerwear
Sweaters
Jeans
Shoes
Boots

Jewelry
Scarves
Handbags

Total salaries for Waukesha County educators
Data from the Department of Public Instruction shows most
Waukesha County school districts pay teachers more than the
national average. Most districts also have an average pay for princi-
pals that exceeds the state average.This chart shows the average
total salary for each district in the county for staff with the title of
teacher, principal or district administrator. It does not include
fringe benefits.

District 

Arrowhead UHS
Elmbrook
Hamilton
Hartland-Lakeside J3
Kettle Moraine
Lake Country
Menomonee Falls
Merton Community
Mukwonago
Muskego-Norway
New Berlin
Norris
North Lake
Oconomowoc Area
Pewaukee
Richmond
Stone Bank
Swallow
Waukesha

Teachers

$63,900
$64,632
$61,123
$56,978
$60,449
$65,833
$60,250
$57,338
$57,682
$65,260
$51,456
$51,786
$52,248
$58,734
$55,090
$55,824
$54,010
$63,536
$60,579

Principals

$123,000
$102,380
$117,797
$103,042
$94,586
$127,900
$95,010
$94,883
$93,943
$106,840
$103,571
$82,972
$73,000
$93,380
$111,777
$103,448
$115,000
$86,315
$106,306

District 
administrators

$145,390
$171,700
$175,152
$147,770
$159,927
$127,900
$160,370
$121,678
$150,000
$161,780
$158,104
$108,033
$116,000
$155,000
$165,500
$125,000
$115,000
$131,000
$161,968

Source: Department of Public Instruction, 2013-14 fall staff report

Charles Auer/Freeman Staff

Warm autumn ride
BROOKFIELD — A cyclist rides on the boardwalk in Mitchell Park on Oct. 24.

BROOKFIELD — Despite the investors on
ABC’s hit show “Shark Tank” saying how
much they liked The Oilerie owner Curt
Campbell, no one wanted to help him with
his olive oil company.

During the show, which aired Oct. 24,
Campbell said he was looking for a $500,000
investment from the “shark” investors in
exchange for a 35 percent share of the Door
County-based business. In 2013, Campbell
said he had $3.1 million in sales for the
whole franchise system, which includes
seven locations, including a store in Brook-
field. Campbell said he sought the funds to
grow the business with more franchise
locations throughout the United States.

“This is the next Starbucks,” Campbell
said.

Campbell gave samples to the investors,
including Kevin O’Leary, who considers
himself an olive oil collector. O’Leary said
he has other options to buy high-quality
olive oil in places like New York City and he
felt like The Oilerie would not work there.
He said he wouldn’t do a deal with Camp-
bell because he did not believe The Oilerie
was investable or ready to go big with fran-
chise locations. 

Barbara Corcoran, another investor, said
she felt Campbell is a “lovely, patient, hard-
working gentleman,” but that she wasn’t
sure he had the requirements for being a
businessman. 

Before going on the show, Campbell said
Mark Cuban was one of his favorite sharks.
During the show, Cuban said he was happy
that Campbell got the exposure from being
on “Shark Tank,” but he didn’t see himself
as the right partner.

Even without getting a deal, Campbell
was anticipating The Oilerie’s sales to

increase after being on “Shark Tank.” He
said about 8 million people watch “Shark
Tank” weekly, so if only 5 percent go to the
company’s website and 1 percent of them
make a purchase, that would still be 4,000
orders. 

www.oilerie.com

— Katherine Michalets, Special to The Freeman

No ‘Shark Tank’ deal for Oilerie owner 

Charles Auer/Freeman Staff

Lori Hass, store manager of The Oilerie in
Brookfield, pours some garlic olive oil, one of
the store’s most popular offerings.

Area districts exceed national
averages for teacher pay


